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Suzy Neilan, Executive Director – Strategy (AEBN webinar, 10 March 2023)

Changes ahead and our expectations for business in 2023

Environment protection in Victoria
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Overview

Australian Environment Business Network webinar (10 March 2023)

• Current context

• Our regulatory approach & priorities

• What’s ahead?

• applying the general environmental duty

• waste regulation updates

• chemicals regulation update
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Who are we?

Environment Protection Authority Victoria
(EPA) is the state’s independent environmental
regulator.

We work with community, industry and
business to prevent and reduce the harmful
effects of pollution and waste on Victoria’s
environment and people.

The environment is
everyone’s business.

epa.vic.gov.au



OFFICIALEPA VIC | AEBN Presentation 4

Approaching two years under our new legislation

Environment 
Protection Act 
1970 comes into 
force 

1971

Independent 
Inquiry into EPA 

2015
Government 
response to the 
Inquiry

2017

Environment 
Protection Bills 
passed by 
Parliament

2017-18
Environment 
Protection Act 
2017 fully 
commences

Mid-2021

Active maturing of 
the framework 

2023
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A focus on prevention of harm

Activities
Harm to human 

health or the 
environment

1970 Act focus2017 Act focus

Preventing harm by making risk 
management a positive 
legal obligation

Protecting human health and 
the environment by punishing 
polluters that cause harm
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Our regulatory approach and priorities
For 2023 and beyond

To update throughout, select 'Insert > Header and Footer' 6
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EPA’s regulatory approach

• Raise awareness and build knowledge

• Work with industry on what compliance 
looks like

• If we see non-compliance, our response will 
be measured and proportionate

• Deliberate and criminal non-compliance will 
be taken seriously EPA’s Regulatory Approach:

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/what-we-do/epa-
regulatory-approach
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Australian Environment Business Network webinar (10 March 2023)

EPA’s harms-led regulatory priorities 

Reducing the impacts to air quality from emissions from large industrial activities.

Reducing the impacts to waterways from the discharge of wastes from wastewater 
treatment plants.

Preventing fires at high-risk waste and resource recovery activities.

Reducing the impacts from poor waste and stormwater management practices at small 
industry in urban areas.

Disrupting illicit waste markets and the strengthening of legitimate waste markets.
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What’s ahead in 2023?
How will EPA work with businesses? What can businesses expect?

To update throughout, select 'Insert > Header and Footer' 9
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Our compliance and enforcement approach 
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
8,620 inspections under the new EP Act

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

3,959 compliance 
advices provided 

2,333 directions and 
remedial notices issued

72 criminal prosecutions on the go
91 matters in Magistrates’ Court 

(including litter court election)

777 notices issued based 
on breach of the GED 

28 infringements for failing to report on 
requirement compliance 76 environmental infringements

(excluding litter fines) 

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Guidance and support

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Guidance & support - example #1

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Guidance & support - example #2

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

2020-22 small business program pilot

• automotive repair & maintenance businesses 
(with Victorian Automative Chamber of 
Commerce)

• dry cleaners (with Drycleaning Institute of 
Australia)

• self-reporting by businesses
• initial and follow up site visits by EPA

• increased knowledge of:
• environment protection obligations
• good practice in risk management 

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Assisted compliance

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Directed compliance – remedial notices

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Graduated sanctions - infringements

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Compliance and enforcement activity 
Prosecutions

Click here to access 
approved images in 
our image library

https://epavictoria.sharepoint.com/sites/Teams/T102/ImageLibrary/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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Australian Environment Business Network webinar (10 March 2023)

Updates - waste regulation

Continuing to fine tune the waste framework with legislative instruments or EPA positions 
to assist industry.

Used Lead Acid Battery (ULAB) designation to be made early this year.

Support for cement additives as fly ash from coal fired power station is underway

Supporting Heads of EPA chemicals working group in delivering PFAS NEMP 3 

Better pathways for digestates from anaerobic digestion plants.
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Australian Environment Business Network webinar (10 March 2023)

Update - chemicals regulation

Industrial Chemicals Environmental Management Standard (IChEMS) framework
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Australian Environment Business Network webinar (10 March 2023)

Update - chemicals regulation

Industrial Chemicals Environmental Management Standard (IChEMS) framework cont.

• Victoria committed to implementation; to be evaluated over 2023 and 2024

• Regulatory Impact Statement likely; opportunity for input

• Implementation will focus proportionately on chemicals in higher schedules

• IChEMS will build on approaches to managing chemicals under other regulatory frameworks.
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Environment Protection Authority Victoria 

1300 372 842

contact@epa.vic.gov.au

200 Victoria Street, Carlton VIC 3001

epa.vic.gov.au
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