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Company Background

Founded: 2014.

Vision: To build a more environmentally aware Australia.

Mission: Pioneers of best in class environmental information and insight.

Comprehensive: We have built the largest database in Australia with over 700 individual datasets

Coverage: We offer nationwide reporting services covering contaminated land, natural hazards, 

planning, heritage and ecology.

Quality: Our industry leading reporting solutions are used and relied upon by environmental specialists.

Capabilities: We have built a customised suite of reports to empower professionals to help them to 

make more informed decisions relating to land and property.

Technology: Smart tools and techniques used to enable clients to identify hazards quickly and 

efficiently saving time and resources later on.
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Contaminated Land Legislation –
Helping You Meet Your Duties



New Victorian Legislation – General Environment Duties



The General Environmental Duty (GED) - Known Contamination

Steps must be taken to manage the risks: ranging from 
disclosure to potentially affected parties, to remediation, 

depending on the circumstances

Known 
Contamination



The General Environmental Duty (GED) - Potential Contamination



How to Identify ‘Known’ Contaminated Land
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Lotsearch ‘Contaminated Land Search’
Provides key information from publicly available government registers to identify contaminated land & groundwater



How to Identify Potentially Contaminated Land

Sourced from DELWP Planning Practice Note 30 (July 2021)



Public Information Sources Available
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**Lotsearch combine these information sources (and more) into our comprehensive reports.** 



● Contaminated Sites
● Licensed Activities
● Waste/Landfill Sites
● Topography
● Contours
● Features of Interest
● Boreholes
● Hydrogeology

● Geology
● Soil
● Natural Hazards
● Planning
● Landuse
● Heritage
● Ecology
● …and much more!

● Business Directories
● Aerial Imagery
● Maps
● Landfills
● Quarries & Mines
● Gasworks

Assemble, map, and utilise 
multiple lines of current 
and historical evidence to 
help generate a robust site 
history.

Lotsearch Sources Available (Over 700 Datasets)

Current Datasets Historical

In line with requirements of National Environment Protection (Assessment of Site 
Contamination) Measure (NEMP) 1999



Identifying Hazards Vs Risk (Desktop Review)

Lotsearch

You may need to engage a certified and suitably qualified 
environmental consultant and possibly an auditor depending on 
the results of the desktop review to determine the actual risk.



● Some datasets are supplied by government agencies 
as spatial data files.
○ ‘Plug and play’
○ Series of checks for spatial accuracy and ensure the data 

is fit for purpose.
○ Query back to data custodian if errors are found.

● Some datasets are mapped by Lotsearch.
○ Supplied lot/plan numbers, street address, or lat/long 

co-ordinates are geocoded to polygon boundaries.
○ Each record looked at manually to determine accurate 

boundary.
○ Contradictory or erroneous records are queried back to 

data custodian.

Contemporary Datasets

EPA VIC Pollution Notices, Priority Sites, and Audits 
(~4300 sites in Melbourne region)



Lotsearch Mapping Vs Victoria Unearthed

600m



Site History - Historical Business Directories



Another great resource for understanding historical land use.

Historical Maps

Northfield, SA North Melbourne, VIC Sydney CBD, NSW



Historical Aerial Imagery

1943 1970 2016



● Lotsearch have developed the most comprehensive ‘Historical Land Use Database’ (HLUD) in Australia.

● Millions of historical business records (Universal Business Directories & Sands & McDougall).

● Over 500,000 historical aerial photographs.

● Over 50,000 historical maps & plans.

● We have identified over 25,000 ‘known’ contaminated, regulated or sites under investigation.

● We have identified over 250,000 ‘potentially’ contaminated sites (former high-risk activities). 

● Site history can now be easily delivered as one package.

Results



‘Known’ Contamination – VIC EPA Priority Sites Register



‘Potential’ Contamination Hazards (+25,000 Sites)



Lotsearch Enviro Pro Report
• Detailed Site History

• Aerial Photos
• Maps
• Business Activities

• EPA Public Register Information

• Priority Sites Register
• Environmental Audits
• Pollution Notices

• Site Characteristics, Pathways & Receptors

• Boreholes
• Geology, Soils & Hydro
• Contours

References over 700 Different Datasets



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Screening Report (CLSR)

Includes ‘known’ and ‘potential’ hazards and a contaminated land assessment.



Case Studies – ‘In the News’



https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-03/pfas-contamination-residents-compensated-federal-inquiry/10576552
https://www.smh.com.au/national/national-coalition-launches-for-residents-of-country-s-90-toxic-sites-20180702-
p4zp1f.html 26

Williamtown, NSW
Katherine, NT
Oakey, QLD

National coalition launches for residents of 
country's 90 toxic sites

“The aim, he said, was to create a unified national 
voice that could force the government to clean up 
contaminated sites and compensate people for 

depressed property values and business 
losses”.

Case Study – PFAS

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-03/pfas-contamination-residents-compensated-federal-inquiry/10576552
https://www.smh.com.au/national/national-coalition-launches-for-residents-of-country-s-90-toxic-sites-20180702-p4zp1f.html


https://www.smh.com.au/environment/radioactive-waste-haunts-hunters-hill-residents-20111029-1mpb6.html
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Nelson Parade, Hunters Hill, NSW

Former Uranium Smelter (1911-1915)

The government has bought contaminated 
blocks at 7, 9 and 11 Nelson Parade

Parliment inquiry recommending the site be 
decontaminated 



Lotsearch Sample – Hunters Hill

1/06/2022
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-23/cancer-cluster-fears-over-former-sydney-high-
school/
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Camden High School, Camden, NSW

School was built on the site of a Gasworks.

After deaths and illness, a class action 
against NSW Education Department is 

likely.

School was closed in 2001 after contamination 
was discovered in soil.



Lotsearch Sample – Former Camden High School

30



https://www.heraldsun.com.au/businessold/clean-up-your-act/news-story/
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Spotless Dry Cleaners, Brunswick, VIC
The 49 unit project pre-sold the flats without first obtaining 

Environment Protection Authority certification that the land was 
habitable.

The company had to cancel the sales AND pay 
construction costs of the building, forcing them into 

administration.

Colonial First State, was the major investor behind the 
$14 million project.



Lotsearch Sample – Brunswick
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-06-23/black-hill-residents-trash-ballarat-council-over-former-
tip/7537752
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Former Tip, Ballarat, VIC

Resident discovered that his property had waste 
underneath equating to the size of ten Olympic 

swimming pools.

Rubbish removal quote for $3.5 million.

Historical aerial photos highlight former tip. 



Case Studies – ‘Lotsearch Insights’



Case Study showing modern housing estate built on historical landfill site - Victoria

1931195419842015



Case Study showing modern housing estate built on historical filled land - NSW

19432018



Insights From Historical Maps & Imagery

Map - 1936

Map - 1975

Map - 2015
Ray Proudley – a history of the gas 

industry in Victoria



600m

Local Government Authority (LGA) Insights!



Infrastructure & Utility Projects

600m



Summary



Property & Development Lifecycle
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Advisors, Auditors, Architects, Asset Managers, Banks, Compliance, Contractors, Conveyancers, Councils, 
Developers, Energy, Environment Managers and Consultants, Insurers, Lawyers, Lenders, Planners, 

Property Groups, Real Estate Agents, Trades, Utilities, Valuers.

PRE-SALES PURCHASING / RENOVATIONS / DEVELOPMENT / RE-FINANCE / RE-ZONE / SALE

Lotsearch reports can be used throughout the lifecyle to identify potential hazards and risk



Summary
 2014 – Lotsearch Founded

 2015–2018 – Lotsearch launch Enviro Pro Report 
(contains known, potential and site characteristics)

 2018 - Lotsearch launch the Contaminated Land Screening Report.
(contains known, potential and assessment)

 2019 - Lotsearch launch the Contaminated Land Search.
(contains known contamination from public registers)

Lotsearch provide automated reports and searches that help in the due diligence 
process by identifying potential environmental hazards that may require further 

assessment.



Industry Leading Solutions
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Contaminated Land 
Screening Report

Lotsearch 
Enviro Pro

EPA Public Registers 
National Contamination Datasets

Historical Business Activities & Land Use 
PFAS Investigation Sites

Contaminated Land Assessment (GHD)

EPA Public Registers 
National Contamination Datasets

Historical Business Activities & Land Use
Historical Aerial Photos & Maps 

PFAS Investigation Sites
Site Characteristics 
Potential Receptors

EPA Priority Sites Register
EPA Pollution Notices

EPA Licences
EPA Audits
EPA Waste

+ More Registers

Contaminated 
Land Search



Next Steps - How to Order
● We can help with single sites, property transactions, linear 

alignments, property portfolios and / or asset management.

● Visit lotsearch.com.au to order direct
● Email us support@lotsearch.com.au
● Phone us (02) 8287 0680

● Email: howard.waldron@lotsearch.com.au

Lotsearch Reports available on InfoTrack

1/06/2022
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mailto:support@lotsearch.com.au
mailto:howard.waldron@lotsearch.com.au


Q&A

Lotsearch are the trusted provider of environmental risk reports across Australia.
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