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Overview

 Lotsearch Background & Capabilities
 Environmental Risk & Contaminated Land
 Regulatory Framework & Legislative Changes
 Polluter Pays Principle
 General Environmental Duty (GED)

 Helping You Meet Your New Requirements
 Lotsearch Historical Land Use Database
 Product: Enviro Pro Report
 Product: Contaminated Land Screening 
 Product: Environmental Risk Search

 Q&A



Introduction
Howard Waldron 

Howard co-founded Lotsearch in 2014, which has since become the market leader in 
providing comprehensive environmental risk reports in Australia.

Using the latest geographical information systems (GIS) and database technologies, Lotsearch 
turn data into meaningful information to help protect you and your client’s interests but also 
to help meet the new obligations under the general environmental duty (GED).

Our vision is to be the ‘go-to’ industry standard for environmental hazard data in Australia, 
promote best practice and bring about greater environmental awareness. 

Accurate &  
Comprehensive  
Data

Easy to  
Interpret  
Reports

Fast & Cost 
Effective  
Service



Lotsearch ‘Enviro Risk’ Capabilities



Environmental Hazards & Issues
What are the various environmental risks in Australia?



Contaminated Land Overview
It is estimated that there are over 160,000 potentially 
contaminated sites in Australia:

 highlighted through a 2017 ABC Four Corners 
program and a major Sydney Morning Herald 
investigation.

 amplified by changes in the residential and 
commercial property markets, a growing population, 
increased demand for housing and infrastructure, 
and the subdivision and re-use of land in urban 
areas.

State-based environmental and planning regulations are 
in place to control the most contaminated sites, or 
contamination disturbed during site redevelopment.

The majority of potentially contaminated sites remain 
unidentified.

Significant commercial risk to property owners and 
investors.

https://www.smh.com.au/interactive/2017/toxic-state/site/
https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/contamination/9032140

https://www.smh.com.au/interactive/2017/toxic-state/site/
https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/contamination/9032140


Common Sources of Contamination
Site contamination issues can be the result of past practices including:

 industrial sites such as gasworks and tanneries
 fuel and chemical storage and associated spills and leaks
 agricultural chemicals, herbicides and pesticides/termiticides
 waste products such as ash (which were often buried) and hazardous 

materials

Contamination is often detected as a 
result of the site investigations 
associated with land use planning 
and development processes.

Identifying hazards beforehand will 
reduce uncertainty and potential 
liability.



New Contaminants - PFAS
PFAS are a group of chemicals used in fire fighting 
foams, hydraulic fluids, non-stick coatings and 
waterproofing treatments.



Regulatory Framework - ‘Polluter Pays’ Principle

 Applicable in all states and territories

 Clean-up and remediation costs must be 
borne by the polluter or

 By the landowner if the original polluter of 
the land cannot be found or identified. 



New Victorian Legislation –
(General Environment Duty)



New Victorian Legislation
The General Environmental Duty (GED)



GED Requirements – Site History

 Developed largest Historical Land Use Database (HLUD) in Australia

 Millions of historical business records, photos and maps

 Records are quality checked and gold starred by Lotsearch Analysts

 Lotsearch reports help meet the requirements of the GED & NEPM.
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Historical Business Directories
Lotsearch Historical Land Use Database



Lotsearch Historical Land Use Database

Historical Business Directories



Lotsearch Historical Land Use Database

1943 1970 2020

Historical Aerial Imagery



Lotsearch Historical Land Use Database

Northfield 
South Australia

North Melbourne 
Victoria

Sydney CBD
New South Wales

Historical Maps



Known Contamination - EPA Priority Sites Register



Potential Contamination Hazards (+25,000 Sites)



Lotsearch Enviro Pro Report
• Detailed Site History

• Aerial Photos
• Maps
• Business Activities

• EPA Public Register Information

• Priority Sites Register
• Environmental Audits
• Pollution Notices

• Site Characteristics, Pathways & Receptors

• Boreholes
• Geology, Soils & Hydro
• Contours

References over 600 Different Datasets



Lotsearch Enviro Pro Report



Lotsearch 
Contaminated Land Screening Report (CLSR)



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Screening Report
Key Features

 Search of the EPA public registers
 Additional searches of other relevant government datasets
 Land use activities from our historical land use database
 Results are included for your site and the surrounding area
 Includes Contaminated Land Screening Assessment 

Benefits

 Fast turnaround – 24hrs
 In line with the new legislative (GED) requirements
 Can help to screen large portfolios quickly to determine which need 

further investigation or assessment



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Search 
(Managed or Regulated Sites by the EPA)

Information Sources VIC EPA Priority 
 

LS Contaminated 
 EPA Priority Site Register Y Y

EPA Pollution Notices N Y
EPA Environmental Audits N Y
PFAS Investigation Programs N Y
EPA Licenced Premises N Y
EPA Groundwater Restricted 

 
N Y

EPA Prescribed Waste N Y
EPA Works Approvals N Y
EPA Landfill Sites N Y



Lotsearch Contaminated Land Search
(Managed or Regulated Sites by the EPA)

Features

 An efficient search for records of the EPA public registers:
 Priority Sites Register
 Environmental Audits
 Licenced Activity Register
 PFAS Investigation/Monitoring Program
 Waste Sites & Other EPA Registers

Benefits

 Fast turnaround – 24hrs
 Easy to interpret maps & easy to digest summary
 Contains accurate, high quality and up-to-date information



Property / Information Lifecycle
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Advisors, Architects, Asset Managers, Environmental Consultants, Contractors, Developers, Compliance Managers, 
Councils, Insurers, Lawyers, Lenders, Planners, Property Groups, Real Estate Agents, Remediation Contractors, Valuers

PRE-SALES DEVELOPMENT / RENOVATIONS / RE-DEVELOPMENT / RE-FINANCE / RE-ZONE / SALE



Summary - Lotsearch Reports
 2014 – Lotsearch Founded

 2015–2018 – Lotsearch launch the industry leading Enviro Pro Report.

 2018 - Lotsearch launch the Contaminated Land Screening Report.

 2019 - Lotsearch launch the Contaminated Land Search.

 2020 - Lotsearch launch the Bushfire Risk Search.

Lotsearch provide automated reports and searches that help in the due diligence 
process by identifying potential environmental hazards that may require further 

assessment.



Industry Leading Solutions

27

Contaminated Land 
Screening Report

Lotsearch 
Enviro Pro

EPA Public Registers 
National Contamination Datasets

Historical Business Activities & Land Use 
PFAS Investigation Sites

Contaminated Land Assessment (GHD)

EPA Public Registers 
National Contamination Datasets

Historical Business Activities & Land Use
Historical Aerial Photos & Maps 

PFAS Investigation Sites
Site Characteristics 
Potential Receptors

EPA Priority Sites Register
EPA Pollution Notices

EPA Licences
EPA Audits
EPA Waste

+ More Registers

Contaminated 
Land Search



Next Steps - How to Order

 We can help with single sites, property transactions, 
property portfolios and / or asset management.

 Visit lotsearch.com.au to order direct
 Email us support@lotsearch.com.au
 Phone us (02) 8287 0680

 Email: howard.waldron@lotsearch.com.au

Lotsearch Reports available on InfoTrack
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mailto:support@lotsearch.com.au
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